
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



CCC’S CHRISTIAN EDUCATION PROGRAM 

Overview: Why Christian Education?  

Jesus’ invitation to discover life in Him is much more than securing your 

place in heaven, it’s an invitation into an abundant life that provides the 

peace, joy, and purpose we all seek. CCC’s leadership believes that 

becoming a disciple of Jesus isn’t just for a select few, but all who call 

Jesus their Lord and Savior. Our role as leaders is to equip and prepare 

God’s people for works of service in His kingdom and help them grow in 

their understanding and relationship to Him. 

Our Christian Education Program is intended to equip you to become a 

healthy and effective disciple of Jesus. Our call to follow Him includes 

living out His mission and learning how to love God and our neighbors as 

He does. Our courses and group studies not only will help increase your 

knowledge and understanding of God and His word, but how to take new 

steps in your faith journey with Jesus. 

The program is designed to help you grow as a complete disciple. While all 

our courses are Bible-based, they cover the various aspects of our human 

nature that are meant to be transformed by the gospel of Jesus. The Great 

Commandment challenges us to love God with our heart, mind, soul, & 

strength. As Jesus’ disciples, we are to continue growing more like Him in 

love by learning to take on His heart, mind, soul, & strength… to imitate his 

way of life. 

Because of this, we have three course areas to help us develop in the 

various aspects of our life as followers. They are meant to equip us to 

become more Jesus-centered in our beliefs, our perspective on the world, 

and helping us align our habits and behaviors with the way of Jesus. Our 

goal is to see each person taking a variety of these three areas to grow 

holistically, becoming mature in our heart, mind, and soul like Jesus. 

BIBLICAL LITERACY 

We believe that the Bible is a unified story that leads to Jesus. These 

courses are designed to equip you with the skills and knowledge on how to 

read, understand, and interact with the Bible in a personal way. While 

some courses will cover key books of the Bible, many are designed to help 

you understand the larger story, key themes and key imagery that are 

often missed by modern readers. The better we can understand the Bible 

and its message, the better we can know our God who loves us. 

 

WORLDVIEW 

Each person has a particular lens by which they view the world. It is 

colored and shaded by the wisdom, stories, and experiences of our family, 

friends, and society. While those lenses help us navigate the world around 

us, they often distort the true nature of the world. As disciples of Jesus, we 

are called to see the world from His perspective. He challenges us to see 

things from God’s kingdom first. Our worldview courses will cover aspects 

such as developing a kingdom mindset instead of accepting our culture’s 

lenses as well as studying core doctrines of the Christian faith that should 

shape our understanding of the nature of our universe. 
 

SPIRITUAL HABITS 

Following Jesus should change how we lead our lives. What are the key 

habits that should be normal for a Jesus-centered life? What spiritual 

practices help me grow in my relationship with Jesus and help me impact 

the people around me? We break this area down into two aspects: Spiritual 

Formation (our habits that help us grow and connect to God and others) and 

Disciple Making (how to have spiritual conversations and invite others to life 

with Jesus). 



TENATIVE CLASS SCHEDULES 
Biblical Literacy  |  Worldview  |  Spiritual Habits 

Spiritual Habits Sub-Categories: 
Spiritual Formation (SF), Disciple Making (DM) 

 

1ST QUARTER Timeframe 
The Book of Romans Sunday 9a  January 15–April 30 

The Gospel on the Ground Tuesday 10a  January 10–February 21 

Intro to Cicero Christian Church Sunday 9a  January 15–29 

Gender Identities and the Church Saturday  January 21 from 9a-2p 

Grace//Truth 1.0: Faith, Sexuality & Gender Tuesday 7p  January 31–February 28 

Good Boundaries and Goodbyes (SF) Sunday 9a  January 8–February 19 

Sent: Disciple Making Training (DM) Wednesday 7p January 18–February 15 
 

2nd QUARTER 
Understanding Biblical Imagery Sunday 12p  April 23–May 21 

The Chosen: Season 1 Sunday 9a  May 7–June 25 

Grace//Truth 2.0: Faith, Sexuality & Gender Tuesday 7p  April 18–May 16 

40 Days in the Wilderness (SF) Daily Devo  February 28–April 8 

Experiencing the Holy Spirit (SF) Saturday  May 6 from 9a-2p 
 

3rd QUARTER 
Appreciating Old Testament Narrative Sunday 12p  August 13–October 8 

Intro to Cicero Christian Church Sunday 9a  August 13–27 

Putting on a Kingdom Mindset Sunday 9a  September 10–October 8 

Emotionally Healthy Relationships (DM)  Sunday 9a  August 13–October 8 

Spiritual Practices Retreat (SF) Fri.8p-Sat.4p September 15-16 
 

4th QUARTER 
The Gospel of John Sunday 9a  October 15–December 17 

Unity & Diversity of Christian Belief Sunday 9a  October 15–December 17 

The Art of Neighboring (DM) Tuesday 7p  November 7–28 

SIGN-UPS & RESOURCES 
 

Christian Education Class Sign-Up 

If you know which classes you would like to take, 

scan the QR code to quickly find the sign-up page 

on the CCC website. All we need is your name & 

contact info along with your selection. 

 

RightNow Media 

CCC once again has a church-wide subscription to 
RightNow Media. RightNow has video resources for 
all ages streaming directly to your computer, 
tablet or mobile device. Over 8,000 Bible study 
videos for kids, youth, and adults. "The Netflix of 
Christian Bible Study" Enjoy this FREE resource. 
Scan the QR Code or click the link to sign up! 

https://www.rightnowmedia.org/Account/Invite/CiceroChristianChurch  

 

The BibleProject 

The BibleProject is a great resource for deepening 

your understanding and appreciation of the Bible. 

Not only does the BibleProject App have all their 

videos and podcasts available in one place, but 

many other tools to develop your skills for reading 

Scripture. Scan the QR Code or click the link to 

learn more. https://bibleproject.com/  

https://www.rightnowmedia.org/Account/Invite/CiceroChristianChurch
https://bibleproject.com/


BIBLICAL LITERACY COURSES 
The Book of Romans 

The book of Romans is considered by many to be one of the most important 

books ever written on the Christian faith. Writing to Christians, the apostle 

Paul defines the gospel, explores its depths, and discusses its significance 

and implications for the Christian life. Join in as we walk chapter by 

chapter, through Paul’s letter to the church in Rome. Discover the timeless 

relevance of the book of Romans and encounter the power of its gospel. 

The Gospel on the Ground 

Come along with biblical culturalist Kristi McLelland as she unpacks the 

life of the early church in the book of Acts and shows us that the kingdom 

of God is always on the move, always looking outward to bring meaning 

and joy to a world searching for true fulfillment and hope. Explore the call 

of Jesus to His disciples then and to us today. See how God's Word can 

sustain us even in the most difficult times and embrace the transformative 

grace we experience as children of God in His kingdom of celebration. 

Understanding Biblical Imagery 

One of the biggest challenges for modern readers of the Bible is 

understanding how its various authors use biblical imagery to convey 

meaning, purpose, and powerfully communicate God’s message to 

humanity. Over time, some metaphors change completely while others 

remain the mostly the same, and some seem both similar and yet still 

different. The dangers of misinterpreting biblical images can cause 

unrealistic expectations in our faith journey and at worst propagate false 

teaching. Join Matthew Montgomery as he helps navigate through the 

rough waters of interpreting biblical imagery. 

 

 

The Chosen: Season 1 

The Chosen is a groundbreaking television series about the life of 

Jesus. Together as we watch the series each week, we will study and 

discuss what is means to be chosen by God. The study book  

What Does It Mean to Be Chosen? parallels each episode, connecting 

readers to the Bible in a brand-new way. Join us for a powerful experience 

as we dive into the implications of being God’s chosen. 

Appreciating Old Testament Narrative 

For many the Old Testament feels so foreign that they tend to ignore it and 

primarily focus on reading the New Testament. After all, we follow Jesus 

and not the Law… right? The problem with this misguided thought is the 

New Testament authors tell us we should be reading the Scriptures, which 

in that day was what we call the Old Testament! The Old Testament stories 

are rich with literary devices, theme development, and are meant to make 

us ponder the human condition and what God is doing about it. Join 

Matthew Montgomery as he helps clarify what Old Testament narratives 

are trying to teach us and how they can grow our faith and trust in God. 

The Gospel of John 

Where do you turn when the world around you grows dark? The Gospel of 

John encourages us to turn to Christ by reminding us of the two purposes 

for the beloved disciple’s book—that we would believe in Jesus and find 

life in his name. Despite what our culture may argue, there is only one 

hope that is truly trustworthy and that is our Savior, Jesus Christ. Join us 

as we study John’s perspective on the life and teaching of Jesus and be 

rooted in the essential truths of our faith and the life found in our King. 



WORLDVIEW COURSES 
Intro to Cicero Christian Church 

Are you new (or newish) to CCC? This 3-week course introduces people to 

Cicero Christian Church and explains our background, core beliefs and an 

overview of what matters most to our church and leadership team. It also 

gives some intentional next steps for discovering life with Jesus as well as 

what it means to be a member of the Cicerofam. 

Gender Identities and the Church 

The societal shift in the meaning and expression of gender is one of the 

most challenging realties for the Church to understand and engage in with 

grace & truth. It isn’t as simple as drawing a line in the sand, but instead 

we’re asking the question “How do we understand and love people without 

compromising the foundation of Scripture?” Dr. Mark Yarhouse, Director of 

the Sexual and Gender Identity Institute at Wheaton College, is a leading 

Christian expert on faith, sexuality, and gender and will be here to help us 

understand not only the cultural landscape on gender identities, but how 

we can navigate these difficult conversations with grace & truth. 

Grace//Truth 1.0: Faith, Sexuality & Gender 

Grace//Truth 1.0 is a five-week small group learning experience that 

introduces Christians to LGBT+ people, the language to use and avoid, a 

theologically faithful view of marriage and sexuality, and practical 

guidance on how to embody the love of Christ toward sexual and gender 

minorities. Our conversations will include: Dear Church: I’m Gay, 

Grace/Truth-The Jesus Way, What is Marriage?, What Does the Bible Say 

about Same-Sex Relations?, Six Relational Do’s and Don’ts. 

 

 

Grace//Truth 2.0: Faith, Sexuality & Gender 

Grace//Truth 2.0 is a five-week small group learning experience that 

introduces Christians to LGBT+ people, the language to use and avoid, a 

theologically faithful view of marriage and sexuality, and practical 

guidance on how to embody the love of Christ toward sexual and gender 

minorities. Our conversations will include: Us vs. Us, Shouldn’t Christians 

Just Love Everyone? And Other Questions, Sex/Gender/& the Bible, A 

Grace/Truth Response to the Gender Conversation, LGBT+ Inclusion in the 

Church. 

Putting On a Kingdom Mindset 

The calling to be salt and light in this world is a call to live out the values 

of the kingdom that Jesus rules over as king. When Jesus taught his 

disciples to pray, he invited them to take on a new perspective; praying for 

the kingdom of God to come on earth as it is in heaven. He challenged 

those who follow Him to seek first this kingdom and God’s righteousness 

before all else, even basic desires and needs. Following Jesus as His 

disciple is an invitation into a new life. This course will examine the core 

values and priorities of Jesus and His kingdom and how we can take on the 

mindset of Jesus. 

Unity & Diversity of Christian Belief 

The Christian landscape of belief and practice is incredibly diverse. One of 

the core values of our church tradition is to seek unity on essential beliefs, 

to give liberty on nonessential beliefs (non-salvation issues), and to do all 

things in love. This course will examine what all orthodox Christians agree 

on and the diversity of belief and practice we can learn from other 

Christians from various backgrounds. 



SPIRITUAL HABITS COURSES 
Good Boundaries and Goodbyes (Spiritual Formation) 

Is it unloving or selfish to set a boundary? And what does the Bible instruct 

us to do when a relationship is no longer safe or sustainable? Lysa 

TerKeurst has asked these hard questions in the midst of her own 

relational struggles. After experiencing counseling intensives and 

theological research, Lysa has discovered that good boundaries pave the 

road for the truest version of love to emerge within the relationships that 

make up so much of who we are and what we want the most. 

Sent: Disciple Making Training (Disciple Making) 

Jesus’ final challenge to His disciples was, “Go, make disciples.” This 

wasn’t a call to make copies of themselves, but to a way of life that invites 

others to life with Jesus. While growing in our relationship to Jesus is 

essential, inviting others to the same requires intentional steps and 

interactions with others. Join Pastor Adam as he shares practical 

guidance about how to live out your true identity as one sent to share 

Jesus with others. 

Experiencing the Holy Spirit (Spiritual Formation) 

The most beautiful gift that God gives us is the presence of His Spirit. All 

those who have faith and life in Jesus are promised the gift of the Holy 

Spirit. Our responsibility is to learn to listen to the Spirit as He seeks to 

guide and instruct us in following Jesus. The Holy Spirit isn’t just a power 

to yield to or a thing to pray to, but someone we must learn to develop a 

relationship with. Like any relationship, it takes time to build trust and 

learn to listen to the voice of the Spirit. Learn from some seasoned 

followers of Jesus how to grow your relationship with the Holy Spirit. 

 

 

Emotionally Healthy Relationships (Disciple Making) 

This course addresses core biblical principles to guide you and others into 

an experience of discipleship that will deeply change your life. In the EH 

Relationships Course, everyone will learn 8 practical relationship skills to 

develop mature, loving relationships with others. And since loving others 

and loving God cannot be separated, each person will also grow in their 

personal, first-hand relationship with Jesus by incorporating stillness, 

silence, and Scripture as daily life rhythms. 

Spiritual Practices Weekend Retreat (Spiritual Formation) 

Join us for a quiet weekend of growing in our connection to God through 

time-tested spiritual practices. We will explore structured disciplines that 

help grow our ability to listen to God through His word and His Spirit. Learn 

about various forms of prayer, meditation, and contemplation exercises 

from experienced practitioners in a quiet and beautiful environment. 

The Art of Neighboring (Disciple Making) 

What comes to mind when you think about your neighbors? For many of us, 

it can be tempting to keep our distance and mind our own business. As 

followers of Jesus, we’ve been called to love both God and our neighbors. 

It’s easier said than done, but if we push past the fear, time barriers, and 

pride that can keep us from engaging with others, we can build deep 

connections with the people in our neighborhood and, most importantly, 

please God. In this four-session series, Jay Pathak and Dave Runyon help 

us focus on the people within our neighborhood and learn what it means to 

be a good neighbor. What would our communities look like if we took 

Jesus’s command to love our neighbors as ourselves seriously? 

 


